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Resurgence of Attacks on Persons with
Albinism in Malawi and Zambia

The Global Albinism Alliance (GAA), in deep solidarity
with the Africa Albinism Network (AAN), the Associa-
tion of Persons with Albinism in Malawi (APAM), local
albinism groups, and civil society organizations across
the region, strongly and unequivocally condemns the
alarming resurgence of ritual-related violence, grave
desecrations, disappearances, and threats targeting
persons with albinism in Southern Africa.

These barbaric acts, fueled by persistent harmful myths,
superstitions, and beliefs, represent a grave assault

on human rights, dignity, and the rule of law—reversing
hard-won gains in protection and inclusion.

In Malawi, recent reports - including from Channel Afri-
ca (January 15, 2026) - highlight a disturbing escalation:
tampering with graves in Dowa where body parts were
removed, reported disappearances in Mulanje, attempt-
ed attacks on families, assaults in Balaka, and other
threats.

Most shockingly, unknown perpetrators exhumed and
stole the body of a child with albinism buried on January
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18, 2026, in Chitala, NkRhatabay District. Just one day lat-
er, the grave was discovered disturbed, with a hat left
behind as evidence; police investigations are underway,
as confirmed by Nkhatabay Police Commissioner Moses
Banda.

These incidents are part of a broader, escalating pat-
tern. APAM President Young Muhamba has powerfully
voiced the community's terror:

“A man with albinism in Mulanje, Israel Mbewe, has been
missing for over six weeks with no arrests. In Dowa,
Mausamatha Zacharia’s grave was exhumed last week
and his hands removed. | have also received reports of
another exhumation in Nkhata Bay today. This shows
these cases are on the rise and people’s lives are in dan-
ger. We are living in fear.”

Muhamba has further criticized systemic failures, includ-
ing the recent presidential pardon of six former police
officers convicted in connection with the abduction and
Rilling of Buleya Lule - a key case involving a boy with albi-
nism - warning that “this pardon sends a wrong message.
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It shows the government is not serious about stopping
these attacks.”

He has highlighted that 28 cases of attacks on persons
with albinism have dragged on for over three years, de-
manding speedy prosecutions and heavier sentences to
end impunity.

The Malawi Human Rights Commission (MIHRC) has
joined this condemnation, issuing a forceful statement:

“Violence against persons with albinism is an assault on
our collective humanity. We reiterate our firm position:
‘enough is enough’. Persons with albinism have the right
to live free from fear, to die with dignity, and to rest in
peace.”

MHRC Chairperson Chikondi Chijozi Jere has urged de-
cisive police action in cases from Mulanje and Dowa, re-
minding the government of its binding constitutional and
international obligations to protect lives and dignity.

In Zambia, the pattern continues with the horrific des-
ecration of the grave of an approximately 80-year-old
woman with albinism in Ngundi Village, Senanga District.
Buried on October 8, 2025, her remains were stolen on
January 8, 2026- a profound violation that shows no re-
spect even for the dead.

These interconnected crises demand an immediate,
coordinated, and resolute regional response. They un-
derscore the urgent need for action to prevent further
atrocities and restore safety.

The GAA has formally engaged authorities in Malawi, in-
cluding plans to raise these matters directly with Pres-
ident Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika, and supports
similar calls in Zambia for thorough investigations, recov-
ery of stolen remains, prosecution of perpetrators, and
dismantling of criminal networks.

The United Nations Independent Expert mechanism on
the enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism
- established in 2015 and now over a decade strong -
remains vital. Through the foundational work of inaugu-
ral Expert IRponwosa Ero and the current leadership
of Independent Expert Muluka-Anne Miti-Drummond, it

has delivered thematic reports, country visits, support

for the African Union Plan of Action on Albinism (2021-
92031), and essential global accountability—especially in
high-risk African contexts.

To halt this resurgence and safeguard persons with albi-
nism, we urgently call for:

- Governments of Malawi, Zambia, and neighboring
States to declare these violations national and region-
al emergencies; prioritize swift, thorough investigations
and prosecutions; resolve the backlog of 28+ pending
cases in Malawi; strengthen law enforcement and grave
security; reverse policies like pardons that erode deter-
rence; and commit politically to eradicating root causes
through sustained education and awareness.

- Civil society, including APAM, Zambian albinism asso-

ciations, AAN, and GAA, to intensify united grassroots

monitoring, advocacy, community support, and joint re-
porting.

- International partners, the United Nations, donors, and
human rights bodies to significantly increase resources
for awareness campaigns, legal aid, health support (e.g.,
sunscreen and skin cancer prevention), full implementa-
tion of the AU Plan of Action, and cross-border efforts
against ritual violence.

- Persons with albinism in Malawi, Zambia, and across
Africa deserve to live, die, and rest in dignity, safety,
and freedom from fear. The GAA reaffirms its unwaver-
ing commitment to partnering with all stakeholders until
these fundamental rights are secured and such horrors
end.

We call on the global community, governments, and part-
ners to amplify this urgent message, hold authorities ac-
countable, and join us in demanding immediate, decisive,
and coordinated action across Southern Africa.

Enough is enough.

For inquiries or solidarity statements:
ross@albinismalliance.org
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